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©X-JV  6343 
MEMORANDUM       ON       MIGRATION 

TO  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LABOUR  OFFICE 

FROM  THE  CANADIAN  JEWISH  CONGRESS 


In  the  monograph  on  "The  Displacement  of  Population  in  Europe" 
published  by  the  International  Labour  Office  in  1945,  Dr.  Eugene  M.  Kuliscner 
stated  "T^e  attempts  made  before  the  present  war  to  revive  migration  nave  snown 
that  its  revival  will  depend  in  future  on  the  existence  of  an  international  orga- 
nization capable  of  co-ordinating  tho  interests  of  the  countries  of  emigration  and 
immigration." 

T-uo  as  this  statement  is,  it  is  no  less  clear  that  unlike  tho 
transfer  of  inanimato  resources  such  as  raw  materials  and  manufactured  goods,  the 
migration  of  human  beings-  necessitates  proper  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  migrants 
themselves,  in  addition  to  the  interests  of  tho  countries  of  emigration  and  immi- 
gration. 

Tho  I  L  0  <=tudy  to  which  wo  have  already  referred  recognizes  the 
importance  of  this  human  factor  when  it  states  "In  the  contracting  world  economy 
before  the  war,  government  policy  necessarily  tended  zo   be  restrictive.  If  an 
expansionist  economy  is  created  after  the  war  through  international  cooporaxion, 
tho  organization  canalizing  this  collaboration  will  have  to  deal  with  movements 
of  men  as  well  as  with  movements  of  capital  and  goods. .. .Millions  of  people  have 
been  victimized  by  a  narrow  nationalism  which  has  had  a  total  disregard _ for  numan 
beings.  Thoy  can  bo  helped  only  by  international'  cooperation  and  organization. 

As  an  organization  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Canada  and  of  those 
who  leave  the  countries  of  thoir  origin  voluntarily  or  because  of  persecution, 
and  who  would  like  to  mako  Canada  their  home,  the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  and _ its 
affiliate,  tho  Unitod  Jewish  Relief  Agcnoios  in  Canada,  aro  deeply  interested  m 
many  of  tho  problems  which  find  a  place  on  the  agenda  of  the  sessions  of  tho  Per- 
manent Migration  Commit too  of  the  I.L.O.,  particularly  those  dealing  with  forms 
of  international  cooperation  capable  of  facilitating  tho  organized  resumption  of 
migration  movements,  racial  discrimination  in  connection  with  migration,  and  the 
technical  selection  of  migrants. 

Wc  arc  confidont  that  the  membors  of  your  committee  and  the  experts 
appointed  by  your  governing  body  arc  aware  of  many  of  the  problems  and  difficulties 
which  have  besot  those  compelled  to  seek  homes  in  new  lends  where  they  may  nope 
to  find  security  and  haopiness ,  but  we  venture  to  draw  your  attention  particularly 
to  a  few  of  these  problems,  in  the  hope  that  you  may  see  fit  to  deal  with  them  in- 
the  recommendations  you  will  mako  to  the  governing  body  of  the  I.L.O.  ana  tnrougn 
it  to  the  countries  represented  thereon. 

There  are  three  main  categories  of  restrictions  against  prospective 
immigrants  which  have  boon  and  still  are  being  practised  by  many  countries  cf  immi- 
gration. 

1.  restrictions  based  on  personal  disqualifications,  such  as  physical  or  mental 
disability,  criminal  record,  belief  in  tho  overthrow  of  government  by  force, 
illiteracy,  erovious  occupation,  or  lack  of  sufficient  funds  to  prevent  -cho 
possibility  of  becoming  a  public  charge,  or  being  an  enemy  alion. 
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<A  Date,  Usdnasday,  July  5, 
•  1046. 


BRIEF  FREGEtiTED  TO  THE  SENATE  COM.TTTEE  01!  IH/HGRATIOIT 
BY  SAUL  KAYES,  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE- DIRECTOR,  CANADIAN 
JEWISH  C01IGRESS  AID  UNITED  JEWISH  RELIEF  AGENCIES, 
JULY  3,  1946. 


I  an  gratified  with  the  opportunity  to  appear  before  this  Committee. 
In  the  annals  of  the  Jaws  of  Canada  this  is  a  historic  occasion  for  it  is  the 
first  time  that  a  representative  of  the  community  appears  before  a  parliament- 
ary committee  to  state  its  views  on  immigration  into  this  country.  For  this 
roason  I  might  bo  permitted  to  say  a  word  about  the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
which  ha3  delegated  me  horo.  The  Congress  is  tho  organization  representing 
all  soctions  of  tho  Jewish  community  of  Canada.  This  organization  has  boon 
charged  by  tho  Jewish  community  with  tho  particular  responsibility  of  present- 
ing its  views  to  tho  authoritios  on  quostions  of  common  intorost  and  to  bring 
cvory  possiblo  assistanco  to  Jct/s  in  othor  lands  who  havo  boon  victims  of  dis- 
crimination and  of  Hitlcrism.  Our  organization  reprosonts  ovory  singlo  intorost 
in  tha  community  including  tho  various  Zionist  organizations  and  tho  institu- 
tions especially  interested  in  immigration  such  as  tho  Jewish  Immigrant  Aid 
Society  of  Canada,  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women  and  similar  groups. 

On  quostions  of  national  policios  and  partisan  problems  tho  Jewish 
community  of  Canada,  of  courao,  divides  up  every  way  and  no  ono  is  authorized 
to  spoak  for  all  of  thorn.  Cortainly  I  would  not  prosumo  to  do  so.  It  is  an 
interesting  historical  fact  that  tho  seven  Canadian  Jews  who  havo  oat  in  tho 
House  of  Commons  roprcsontod  cvory  30ction  of  Canada  geographically  from  Montreal 
wost  to  Victoria  and  that  thoy  includod  nombors  of  just  about  overy  political 
party  in  Canadian  history.  Howovor,  thoro  are  some  comr.ion  interests  that  unito 
tho'  Jows  of  Canada  and  it  is  in  tho  presenting  of  views  on  those  questions  that 
I  have  mado  bold  to  appear  boforo  this  commlttoo. 

Liko  all  othor  Canadians  oxcopt  tho  Indians,  tho  Jows  of  Canada  trace 
their  origins  back  overseas  and  thoy  retain  intorost  in  certain  cultural  and 
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BRIEF  PRESENTED  BY 

THE  CANADIAN  JEWISH  CONGRESS 

TO  THE 

STANDING  COMMITTEE 

ON  IMMIGRATION  AND  LABOUR 

OF  THE  SENATE  OF  CANADA 

MAY  7th,  1947 


The   Canadian  Jewish  Congress  expresses   its  thanks  to  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Immigration  and  Labour  on  behalf  of  the   community  of  Canadian  Jews   for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing  before   it   to  make  known  its  views   on  what    is  surely  one  of  the 
major  problems  to  which  the  people   of  Canada  must   address  themselves. 

May  we  also  use   a  moment   or  two  of  the  tine  allotted  to  us   to  enter  a 
tribute  to  the  Senate  of  Canada   for  the   reconvening  of  this   important   committee  and 
to  the   committee   itself  for  the   splendid  service   it   gave  Inst   summer  and   continues 
to  give   in  the   creation  of  a  national  forum  for  the   expression  of  3  public   opinion 
on  matters   of  special  consequence.     Under  these   official  auspices  of  Parliament   3uch 
an  inquiry  is   of  extraordinary  usefulness..    Objectively,    soberly,    and  with  a   desire 
to  obt'in  the  foots,    this   sub-committee  has  act    "nd   now  sits  again  to  amass   information, 
enabling  it   to  present    its   findings  to  the  Senate   in  the  great  tradition  of  a   free 
Parliament    in  a   free  land.     The  Senate  has   achieved   a   certain  amount   of  its  objective. 
I   do  not   think  it   would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  th-t   the  report   of  this  Sub-Committee 
has   influensed  the  governing  powers  who  have  recently,    through  the  Prime  Minister, 
enunciated   o  new  set    of   immigration  regulations.      On   this   the  Senate   is   to  be   con- 
gratulated  "nd   it    is   to  be  honed  that    the  Sub-Committee  will  continue   to   function. 

'7e  como  before  you,    frankly,    in  two  capacities.     Wq   identify  ourselves 
as  Canadian  citizens  who  rnnge  themselves   'longside   other  citizens   to   assert   that 
Canada's   interests   economically,    socially  and  mor"lly  will  the  better  be  vouchsafed 
if  we   liberalize   present   laws  and   frshion  them  anew  so  as   to  bring  to  Crnedc  many 
good  people  who  wish  to   carve  out   new  lives   in  "   new  country.      'He   are  at   one  with 
those  who  find  th"t   our   laws   are  unduly  restrictive.      Canada's  future   socicl  end 
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